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About the Project

The Stoney Creek Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS) Project is a
significant investment in Australia’s
energy future.

Designed to enhance energy reliability and

support the transition to renewable power, Enervest is committed
the project will provide 1,000 Megawatt to working closely with
hours (MWh) of battery storage capacity the community to ensure

to help balance supply and demand in the

electricity grid. the project maximises local

Located in Narrabri, New South Wales, beneﬁts' addresses key

the project will store excess energy from concerns, and aligns with
renewable energy sources and release it Narrabri's Future energy needs.
during periods of high demand. This will help
stabilise the grid, improve energy security,
and support the state’s shift towards This report summarises the feedback

cleaner energy solutions. received from the community during
the engagement process.

The Stoney Creek BESS will connect to
the existing electricity network via an
underground cable to Transgrid’s Narrabri
132/66kV substation. With a $300 million
investment, the project is expected to
contribute to local economic growth, job

creation, and infrastructure development. () e n e rve St




STONEY CREEK BESS —

Engagement approach and activities

In November 2024, Enervest conducted a series
of engagement activities to inform the Narrabri
community about the Stoney Creek BESS Project
and gather community and stakeholder feedback.
The engagement program included:

Door knocking along Stoney Creek Road and Bailey
Road, providing project information, answering
questions, and understanding local concerns.

Stakeholder meetings with the Narrabri Shire
Council, Narrabri Local Aboriginal Land Council
(LALC), Geni Energy, and the Narrabri Country Fire
Service (CFS) to discuss local economic benefits,
cultural engagement, emergency preparedness,
and energy reliability.

A Community Pop-up Event at the Narrabri Rotary
Markets on 2 November 2024, offering an informal
setting for community members to meet the

project team, ask questions, and provide feedback.

A Community Drop-in Session at the Narrabri
Aquatic Centre on 14 November 2024, allowing for
more in-depth discussions about the project.

To ensure widespread awareness and participation,
we also used the following communication tools:

Letterbox drop to 13 near neighbours, providing an
overview of the project and inviting participation in
engagement events.

Direct emails were sent to local businesses,
community groups, and government
representatives to encourage engagement.

7 SIA interviews, engaging 22 stakeholders,
including community members, to assess sentiment,
identify positive and negative impacts, and gather
insights for project refinements. The findings

help to enhance positive outcomes and minimise
negative impacts in the next phases of the project.

A dedicated project website featuring up-to-
date information, and an online Social Impact
Assessment (SIA) survey was launched to
gather feedback.

A project email (stoneycreek@enervest.com.au) for
dedicated Stoney Creek BESS enquiries.
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Community engagement overview

Consultation outcomes

Community sentiment

We heard from the Narrabri community about their attitudes toward the
Stoney Creek BESS Project and how they felt it would affect their local area.
Feedback frequently centered on the following key themes:

Positive project response

Many community members acknowledged the benefits of battery
storage and its role in energy stability. While there was no strong
opposition, there were residents seeking more clarity on direct
benefits to Narrabri.

Local job creation and economic benefits

There was a strong desire to see the project contribute to local
employment and procurement opportunities. Many people emphasised
the importance of prioritising local businesses and workers during
construction and operation.

Traffic and transport impacts

Residents living near the proposed site raised concerns about increased
heavy vehicle traffic on Stoney Creek Road during construction.

They sought reassurance that road safety measures and scheduling
adjustments would be implemented to minimise disruptions.

)

Emergency planning

Fire and flood safety were raised as key concerns, particularly by
emergency services. The Narrabri CFS emphasised the importance of
clear fire mitigation strategies and emergency response coordination.
Residents along Bailey Road also highlighted flooding risks and sought
more information about stormwater management.
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Energy reliability

Many community members wanted to understand how the BESS would
improve power stability in the Narrabri region. Some had concerns about
potential transformer overloads affecting their existing solar battery
systems. Others wanted clarity on whether the energy stored would
benefit Narrabri or be directed elsewhere.

>

Aboriginal engagement

Discussions with the Narrabri LALC highlighted opportunities to
enhance Aboriginal employment and business participation. There was
also interest in incorporating Aboriginal artwork into the Ffacility and
exploring partnerships for cultural and educational initiatives.



Face-to-face interactions

Community Pop-up Event

A total of 22 community members attended the
pop-up engagement session at the Narrabri Rotary
Markets on 2 November 2024. Attendees were keen
to understand the project’s impact on the local
economy, energy reliability, and environmental
fFactors. Key topics raised included:

* Local employment opportunities and whether the
project would prioritise local businesses.

« Energy security and battery performance,
particularly how the system would benefit the
Narrabri region.

« Traffic management concerns, with questions
about how the effects of heavy vehicle movement
during construction would be mitigated.

Community Drop-in Session

The community drop-in session on 14 November
attracted 9 attendees who engaged in more detailed
discussions about the project. Key issues included:

 Fire safety and emergency preparedness, particularly
around bushfire risks and response planning.

« Environmental impact and land use, with
concerns about potential land disturbance and
ecological preservation.

» Construction timelines and disruptions, with residents
wanting a clearer understanding of the project’s
schedule and any potential impacts on local roads.

Online Social Impact
Assessment survey

An online SIA survey was developed to invite
community feedback on a series of questions related
to their attitudes toward the project, key areas of
interest, and what they felt was most important to
hear about as the project progresses.

The survey was available from 26 September to

5 December 2024 and recorded 27 visits, with one
formal response submitted. While participation was
limited, the feedback provided insights into key
community concerns. The response highlighted:

« Concerns about emergency preparedness,
particularly related to fire safety.

« Adesire for more information on job creation, with
an emphasis on local employment opportunities.

« The need for ongoing consultation, with a focus on
regular updates and transparent communication.

What happens next?

The information gathered during this stage of
engagement will be considered as part of the project’s
ongoing development and planning. Community
feedback will help shape the next steps, ensuring that
key concerns and priorities are addressed in future
project phases.

As part of the next phase, further technical studies
and environmental assessments will be conducted,
focusing on:

+ Traffic and transport management.
« Emergency preparedness and safety planning.
» Local economic benefits and workforce planning.

We will continue engaging with the
community to provide updates and
gather additional input as these
assessments progress.

STAY INFORMED

For more information, updates, or to provide
further feedback, please contact us:

stoneycreek@enervest.com.au

enervest.com.au/project/stoney-creek-bess

We look forward to ongoing

discussions with the community as the
project moves forward. More opportunities
for engagement will be made available,
and we encourage community members

to stay involved.
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